
Name _________________________________________ Date ______________________ Per _______ 

The theme in a story is its underlying message, or big idea; in other words, what critical belief about life is the 

author trying to tell in the writing of a novel, play, short story or poem? It is usually UNIVERSAL in nature so all 

humans can relate. 

The theme is the life lesson; it is the author’s message. 

Identifying theme is a higher order skill and requires the reader to make inferences. As the reader, ask 

yourself what lessons did the characters learn or what can you learn from their mistakes? 

Sometimes the story will teach an obvious lesson that is referred to as the moral. Sometimes the theme is 

easier to locate if one looks for that moral lesson or asks “What did the character(s) learn?”   

Most stories will have more than one theme. “The Cremation of Sam McGee” has several possible themes 

running through the story. 

 

To identify the theme: 

First - look at the possible theme topics (see your list) and select one that fits with this poem. 

Secondly - complete the following statement using the theme topic you chose above. 

The author believes that a person needs  ______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Thirdly – cross out “The author believes that” from the statement above and rewrite it as a Theme Statement. 

Theme Statement:  A person needs _________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________. 

Finally – Text Evidence – Now revise the Theme Statement by inserting text evidence from the text.  

Revised Theme Statement which has text evidence:  

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



Common Theme Topics: 

Compassion 

Equality 

Being yourself 

Friendship 

Jealousy 

Loneliness 

Anger 

Cooperation 

Bravery 

Self-control 

Fairness 

Kindness 

Hope 

Determination 

Acceptance 

Overcoming Adversity 

Peace 

Differences 

Loyalty 

Taking a stand 

Morality 

Sacrifice 

 

Death / Mortality 

Suffering 

Journey 

Family 

Mother Nature/Environment 

Supernatural / Fate 

Luck 

Responsibility 

Resourcefulness 

Respect 

Collaboration 

Sympathy 

Loss 

Freedom 

Deception 

Independence 

Racism 

Good vs Evil 

Peer Pressure 

Technology 

Time 

Growing Up 

 


